
Sources and classification. This work is based on the description of the Nature Network platform and the classification framework developed by Durieux & Harrak 
(2024), which provides a structured method for classifying specific items for projects and case studies, such as “Societal challenges”, “NBS types” or 
“Environment”.Classification. For each validated project, the descriptive fields and NbS categories of Durieux & Harrak (2024) were retained and aligned across 
programmes (NbS type, main environment/context, main objective/policy area, funding programme/year). When project information was incomplete, the original 
category was retained and flagged for future review. Additional datasets. The overall study consists of two additional databases: (i) a database of NbS case studies collected 
from European projects/platforms and (ii) a smaller database of NbS case studies where a life cycle-based methodology was applied. The overall analysis of the three 
databases is still in its early stages, so for time constraints, only some results from the first dataset are shown. Definitions adopted. Definitions for the NBS item (i.e., NBS 
type, approach, environment and societal challenges) are derived from the report of Durieux and Harrak.

PREMILINARY RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

 EU leadership & organisation type: coordination concentrated in Western/Northern Europe and mainly led by universities/research institutes → highlights strong research interest and capacity in the field.
 NbS type: clear prevalence of Type 2 (ecosystem management/restoration) → restoration is prioritised over creating new ecosystems (Type 3) or leveraging existing ones (Type 1).
 Areas & goals: strong presence of cropland and urban ecosystems, many multi-environment projects; climate resilience is the primary objective → consistent with CAP and Paris Agreement agendas.
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Nature-based Solutions (NbS) are a central pillar of EU strategies for climate adaptation, biodiversity, 
and the green transition. While multiple EU programmes (including FP7, Horizon 2020, LIFE, etc.) 
have financed hundreds of NbS-related initiatives since 2011, evidence regarding their actual 
interpretation and implementation remains scattered. Specifically, their thematic focus, 
environments, and NbS typologies have not been systematically compared across the various 
programmes. This poster presents preliminary findings from an updated mapping of 471 EU 
Research and Innovation (R&I) projects funded between 2011 and May 2024. This mapping uses the 
NetworkNature database. The overall research effort also utilizes two additional datasets: a database 
of NbS case studies and a subset applying a Life Cycle–based methodology, although their analysis is 
not reported in this summary
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Structure of the databases analysis. Database 2 and database 3 could have some case 
studies from the projects in database 1, even if it is not mandatory

Example of the structure of the database: for each project were collected information about leader, participant, NBS adopted, environment of implementation, etc.
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NBS Type. Type 1 represent 
minimal intervention in the 

ecosystem; type 2 
represents the restoration 

of the actual ecosystem; 
type 3  represent new NBS. 

The label NA (e.g., Not 
Applicable) were adopted 
for project in which it was 

not present a physical 
implementation of NBS
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